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Reef Balls can help reduce 
scouring around the bow 
and/or stern. Scouring can 
cause ships to break in two 
or list. 

Reef Ball trail providing an 

additional anchoring point for 
dive boats and reduced 
congestion and danger of 
anchoring on the wreck. 

Transition 
point – divers 
can head for 
the bow or 
midships. 

Extra dive/fishing reef 
designed to add more 
complexity and increase 
the diversity of marine 
life for divers to enjoy. 
Such reefs can be 
designed to attract 
specific species, eg 
lobster or juvenile fish. 

EXAMPLES of how a WRECK DIVE SITE can be ENHANCED 

Reef Ball trails can 
include directional or 
educational plaques to 
add interest, recognition 
of sponsors or even 
memorial plaques.  

• Studies have shown that steel ships and structures will experience flaking which means 

organisms attached will fall off with the flakes of rust. *Studies have also found that colonization 
is greatest on concrete, followed by rock, rubber and then steel.   

• Concrete Reef Balls complement wrecks and increase diversity by providing important missing 

structure and substrate.  

• There are unlimited possibilities for how Reef Balls may be used around wrecks whether for 

fishing or diving. 
 
*eg. Figley, Bill (2003). Marine Life Colonization of Experimental Reef Habitat in Temperate Ocean Waters of New 

Jersey.  New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife. 


